xNiduregelia ‘Digeneum’ notes by Butcher April 2010

The saga continued when Mike Andreas sent me a photo of his plant in flower. This certainly surprised me because I expected it to be a remake of (innocentii x fulgens) as stated in the 1998 Cultivar Register. I have seen so many xNiduregelia hybrids over the years which have a certain pattern but here was a shock difference to me. AND it looks so like the original painting, but what sort of bigeneric is it and between which two genera? The problem was that there was no butcher around at the Andreas’s establishment to dissect the flower and compare data with that from Beck in 1893. The Latin scholars amongst you would have realised that Beck was fully aware of a ‘bigeneric’ by the name used for a species but the use of the term nothogenus or bigeneric did not come into vogue until the 1930’s.  The staff at Marie Selby Gdns would not be interested because it is not found in the wild, even though they would have a challenge to ascertain which genus it was close to. It does not seem to link to a ‘normal’ xNiduregelia or even xNeostropsis and I can only assume that Carol Johnson never flowered the plant when she was growing it at Pineapple Place. It only appeared in their 1997 catalogue and we know nothing of its history.  After being very sceptical that Mike had the right label for the right plant there are still doubts. 

We know that Terrie Burt got a ‘piece’ the same time as the Andreas’s so perhaps she can be a butcher in the cause of science. Alan Herndon is doing a sterling job in checking old Floridian Bromeliad Stock and perhaps he might like to take this under his wing. To me it is the oddest and rarest thing to come out of Florida.  Who wants the challenge of a UGO ( Unidentified Growing Object) ? Is it rare, or just hiding in the corner of other Floridian gardens? The saga continues.

xNiduregelia ‘Digeneum’ notes by Butcher Aug 2009

Nidularium ‘Digenium’ sic in Pineapple Place Catalogue 1997.Being grown by Mike Andreas 2009. No other catalogues show this. Where did it come from? I suspect it was a hybrid between N. innocentii and N. fulgens and someone considered it was a remake of ‘Digeneum’ Even Leme (2000) accepted Mez’s statement that Bromelia nitens (which does admittedly mean shining as does fulgens!) is a synonym of N. fulgens. None of the literature quoted by Mez regarding Bromelia nitens have revealed that it was ever described so making it a synonym of N. fulgens had to be guesswork or based on some unpublished material! Mez 1935 clearly shows Aregelia as pedicellate and Nidularium as sessile so he should have treated this hybrid as Neoregelia or at least signaled a bigeneric. We will also see in Mez 1935

Nidularium Chantrieri Ed. Andre in Rev. Hortic. LXVII. (1895) 452, c. tab. 

Nidularium Innocentii x fulgens is declared there as a hybrid; the form of the flower form does not seem to agree with this interpretation and reminds one that one parent is Aregelia. The one of the parents of the plant is likely A. Carolinae; as the other is likely to be Nidularium Innocentii. - I cultivate this form; it has not yet flowered up to now.

The 1895 reference shows that Nid fulgens was seed parent! AND that Andre received the plant from the Chantriere brothers having to take their word as to parentage. No reference is given as to pedicels.


Here again we have odd things happening when a supposed Nidularium fulgens has been used as a parent. I have suspicions that there were two sorts of plants with this name one a Nidularium as we know it and the other a misnamed Neo. carolinae 

38. Nidularium X digeneum Beck,Wien. Ill. Gartenzeit. 43:121, pl. 1. 1893; "Nidularium digeneum". See Leme in Nidularium Broms of Atl. For. 183. 2000 

When Beck (1893) described Nidularium digeneum, he considered it to be a hybrid of N. innocentii and N. fulgens (Bromelia nitens). However, the morphological traits revealed by the plate that is part  of the protologue, that is, slender inflorescence with few flowers (the basal fascicle has only two flowers), spineless floral bracts, flowers long-pedicellate, petals not cucullate and stigma exceeding corolla length, suggest that this is a bigeneric hybrid.

Nidularium digeneum, G. v. Beck. in Wien. Ill. Gartenzeit. 43:121, pl. 1. 1893

Nidularium Innocenti Ant. X Bromelia nitens. 

Hiezu eine coloririe Tafel.

Stiellose Blatter aus verbreitertem Grunde lineal, aufrecht, gegen die Spitze nach auswarts gebogen, innen concav, zugespitzt, am Rande entfernt, sehr kurz und scharf gesagt, oberseits dunkelgrun und glanzend, unterseits trubpurpurn und grunfleckig, 45 bis 50 Centimeter lang, etwa 3.5 Centi​meter breit.

Buthenschaft central, kurzer als die Blatter, 40 Centimeter hoch, beschuppt. Untere Schuppen entfernt, doch sich deckend, zugespitzt, trubpurpurn, die obersten genahert, eine trichterformige Hulle um die Bluthen bildend, aus langlichen, lang zugespitzten, carmin​rothen, ganzrandigen Blattern gebildet, die Bluthen uberragend.

Kelchblatter langlich, am Rande hautig, am Rucken carminrotb, fast frei, Blumenblatter langlich, spatelformig, nur am Grunde etwas verbunden, am Rucken grasgrun, am Rande weiss, wellig, nervig, 25 bis 30 Millimeter lang; Staubblater so lang wie die Blumen; Antheren weiss, bespitzt; die Faden grun, Pollenkorner undeutlich porig. Griffel die Blumenblatter uberragend grun. Narbe dreiechenkelig, die Schenkel grun, rinnig gedreht. Placenten im oberen Theile der Frucht​facher.

Von N. Innocenti Antoine Bromel; S. 44, T. XXIV, durch grossere Hohe, schmalere aufrechtstehende Blatter, carminrothe, langzugespitzte Hoch​blatter, rothe Kelche, nur am Grunde etwas verwachsene Blumenblatter, lang​fadige Staubblatter und durch die Gestalt der Narbe sofort zu unterscheiden.

Diese interessante Hybride, welche seinerzeit von dem Hofgartner Hubsch in Gmund durch Kreuzung aus Samen erzogen wurde und im vergangenen Jahre zum ersten Male im Garten der k. k. Gartenbau-Gesellschaft zur Bluthe gelangte, verdient wegen ihres Ansehens und leichten Bluhens allgemein cultivirt zu werden. Ihre Cultur ist eine sehr einfache und analog allen ubrigen Bromeliaceen im Warmhause.

Translated by Butcher

Stemless, leaves after a broad base, linear, erect, towards the top bent outwards, inside concave, acuminate, the edge remotely, very short and sharp serrated, upper side dark green and shiny, underneath dull purplish and green flecked, 45 to 50cm long, about 3.5cm wide. 

Scape central, shorter than the leaves, 40cm high, with bracts. Lower bracts remote, enclosing, acuminate, dull purplish, the uppermost closer, forming a  funnel shaped envelope about the flowers, formed of longish, long acuminate, carmine red, entire edged leaves, that exceed the flowers. 

Sepals longish, thin at the edges, at the back carmine red, almost free, petals longish, spatulate, somewhat interconnected at the base, at the back grass green, at the edge white, wavy, nerved, 25 to 30 mm long; Stamens as long as the flowers; anthers white, tipped; filaments green, Pollen grains indistinctly porous. Style exceeding the petals green. Stigma three lobed, the lobes green, the edges twisted. Placenta joined in the upper part of the fruit fold. 

Differs from N. INNOCENTI ANTOINE BROMEL; S. 44, T., XXIV, by being taller, narrower erect leaves, carmine red, long-acuminate scape bracts, red sepals, petals only somewhat joined at the base, stamens with long filaments and the shape of the stigma. 

This interesting hybrid which was grown from seed by the Head Gardener Hubsch in Gmund by crossing at that time and in the last year for the first time reached flowering in the garden of the Royal Horticulture Society, deserves to be cultivated because of its wide prestige and easy flowering. Its culture is a very simple and analogously  with all other Bromeliads in a warm house. 

Mez 1935 p57 under N fulgens as a synonym we see reference to Bromelia nitens Hort. ex Rev. Hortic. LXVI. (1894)118. where we read

Nidularium digeneum (Bromeliacees) Wien. Ill. Gart, p. 121, pl.1, -- Hybride issu du Nidularium Innocenti croise par Bromelia nitens       D Bois

Great help!

Mez 1935 p64 also refers to Gartenflora XLII 408. 1893 where we read

Nidularium digeneum G. v. Beck

(Nidularium Innocenti Ant. X Bromelia nitens)

Diese interessante Hybride wurde seinerzeit vom Hofgartner Hubsch in Gmund gewonnen und gelangte im vergangenen Jahre zum ersten Male zur Blute. Von beiden Eltern hat dieselbe Merkmale angenommen, doch ist der Einfluss von N. innocenti vorwiegend, immerhin eine sehr charakteristische Zuchtung.

Weiner Illustr. Gartenztg. 1893, IV, T. I

Translated by Butcher

This interesting hybrid was created by the Head Gardener Hubsch in Gmund at that time and flowered for the first time last year. From both parents it has assumed the same characteristics, the influence of N. innocenti is however predominant, after all a very characteristic cultivation. 

Weiner Illustr. Gartenztg. 1893, IV, T. I

